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Old City Hall (274 Dundas at Wellington) 
This is the site of London’s fourth city hall, built in 1927 as a wing added to an existing 
utilities building used by London Hydro. The Neo Classical façade of Indiana limestone 
was built across the two buildings to make them appear as one. This was London’s 
city hall from 1928 to 1971, when it moved to a new building at 300 Dufferin Street. 
Singer Ronnie Hawkins then purchased this building and it became Ye Olde City Hall 
Restaurant and Tavern until it closed in 1980. Today it houses a convenience store and 
restaurant. Note the recently installed (2013) Historic Sites plaque commemorating the 
London Hydro shop located here. 

Mechanic’s Institute (south side of street)  
This building is London’s finest example of Second Empire architecture, built in 1877. 
It housed the Mechanics Institute, a route to education for the working man in Victorian 
times, with lecture halls and a free library. As times changed, it became a music hall and 
theatre. On one April 1st in the 19th Century, an actual murder took place on stage. The 
audience was not too concerned, as they thought it was an April fool’s joke! 

Ontario Furniture Company Building (126 Dundas Street)  
Look up to see the original metal sign of the Ontario Furniture Company, which was at 
one time the largest retail furniture store in London and Southwestern Ontario. A family 
owned enterprise, it was founded in 1895 by Henry and Charles Keene and designed 
by London architect Henry Moore. Note the original wooden windows on the 3rd and 4th 
floor. Today it is a flourishing bar and restaurant called The Honest Lawyer.

Canada Trust (Dundas at Clarence) 
Built in 1931 as the Great Depression was worsening, this is one of the City’s best 
examples of the Art Deco style including the use of architectural details to provide 
key messages. Note the carved figures illustrating Canadian industry reinforcing the 
message that Canada Trust had become a national company. Art Deco features can be 
found in the interior foyer.

Duffield Block (south west corner of Dundas and Wellington) 
Built as Spettigue Hall in 1871, this was one of many concert halls and opera houses 
downtown in the late 19th Century. It had an elegant 663-seat concert hall on the second 
floor. Since purchased by James Duffield in 1891, the building has seen a variety of 
uses. Most notably, it is believed to have housed the studio where Paul Peel, probably 
London’s most famous painter, had his first art lesson. 

Capitol Theatre & Bowles Lunch Building (204-206 Dundas) 
Two historic businesses, the Capitol Theatre(built 1920) and Bowles Lunch Building 
(built 1928), once inhabited these buildings, which in 2010 were restored and combined 
for use by the City of London. Currently, the building is occupied by the Planning 
Division. Remnants of the original use and building design have been retained in the 
contemporary open-concept interior. The exterior design details are mostly original 
for the Capitol Theatre façade, whereas the Bowles Building façade is a replication in 
limestone of the original terra cotta cladding.

Citi Plaza – London Heritage Council Office Assembly Point 
Start at the London Heritage Council Office on Dundas Street to begin your tour of 
London’s historic main street, Dundas Street. Turn right and walk east toward 
Wellington Street.

J. Alleyn Taylor (formerly TD Bank) Building  
This building at 267 Dundas Street was built in 1929 for the Bank of Toronto, located 
conveniently across from what was then City Hall (now a convenience store and 
restaurant) and Hotel London (now the City Centre TD Canada Trust Tower). This 
Renaissance Revival Style building has been restored and repurposed as the Canadian 
Medical Hall of Fame, featuring portraits of medical heroes and significant artifacts from 
medical history. There is also a Tourism London office. 

City Centre (former Hotel London site) 
The large City Centre complex, constructed c.1978 in the form of two towers rising from 
a wide base, is the site of the former Hotel London, built in 1927 opposite the old City 
Hall and the former Northern Life Art Deco style building to the east on the site of the 
present parking lot.  Hotel London was a huge and impressive hotel with 350 rooms, 
two restaurants, barber and gift shops, ladies’ hat shop and a parking garage catering 
to the automobile, the newly dominant mode of tourist travel. The hotel was demolished 
in 1972, marking the time when home grown establishments were superseded by large 
hotel and motel chains. 

Delta London Armouries 
This hotel, constructed in 1987, is an inventive adaptation of the old London Armouries 
with an arrow shaped glass tower piercing the old military fortress. As such, it is an 
excellent example of adaptive reuse. The armouries were meant to house unit quarters, 
a shooting gallery, gunnery shed and parade square. It also became the centre of 
London’s social scene, hosting grand military balls as well as visiting officials. Built in 
1905 and inspired by the Richardsonian Romanesque style of architecture, the old 
building imitates a medieval castle with crenellated towers and ornamentation. Note the 
stone lintels with CAVALRY and GUN SHED. Go inside to see historic photos to the right 
of the entrance.

Guided tours available  –  11 am & 2 pm  —  60–90 minutes
Self Guided tours  –  Details available at LondonCulture.ca
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The Talbot Block 
Walk across Talbot Street at King to see the descriptive plaques recalling the original 
Victorian streetscape, including commercial buildings and a town hall. Threats and later 
demolition of what became known as the Talbot Block catalysed a movement to preserve 
London’s built heritage. It was the scene of a widespread preservation effort in the late 
1980s when a “hands around the block” demonstration tried to save these buildings. 
The large sports and entertainment centre, which opened as the John Labatt Centre 
in 2002, includes a faux version of the Talbot Inn, the last original building on this 
historic block to be demolished. The entertainment complex, known today as Budweiser 
Gardens, is the home of the London Knights and was host to the 2013 World Figure 
Skating championships.

New Courthouse 
Built in 1974, its architect was Paul Skinner. It is one of London’s few downtown 
buildings in the “New Brutalist” style of architecture which emphasized the use of 
concrete elements “roughly colliding with each other” while aspects of mechanical 
engineering are visibly in evidence.

Museum London 
This distinctive arch-roofed building, designed by Raymond Moriyama and opened 
in 1980, houses an impressive collection of regional art and historical artifacts. Its 
restaurant and a second floor gallery showcase London’s best view of the Forks 
of the Thames.

Old Courthouse / Middlesex County Building  
One of London’s oldest remaining buildings and the reason for the existence of London 
itself, opened in 1829 as the District Courthouse and Gaol. It was designed by Toronto 
architect John Ewart, reputedly after Malahide Castle, the ancestral home in Ireland of 
Colonel Thomas Talbot, and originally faced the river. The Old Courthouse building is 
London’s most iconic structure. It changed over time with the addition of the separate 
jail building in 1846, the addition of a front tower in 1877, and a law library on the south 
side in 1911. It served as the county court house and jail until 1974 and is now the 
administrative home of Middlesex County offices.

 
Thanks for taking the tour of the downtown. 

It was designed by ACO London, 
the London Region branch of the 

Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. 

Arts Project (Hawthorne Hotel) 
This building was once the Hawthorne Hotel and restaurant, one of 60 hotels operating 
in the city in 1873, when London was a small city of only 18,000 people. Notice the 
tall, ornately crowned windows. Today this building houses The Arts Project, with an 
art gallery, small theatre, and an arts incubator with studios for emerging artists. Older 
Londoners may remember this building as the Rowland-Hill Shoe store.

Reid’s Crystal Hall (199 Dundas) 
This building was once the site of Reid’s Crystal Hall, a large dealer of crystal and 
crockery in the early 20th century. Only the west wall remains from the Crystal Hall as 
tragedy struck here in 1907 when the second floor collapsed, killing 10 people. As a 
result, the city enacted a new by-law and hired its first building inspector. Today blank-
faced cladding shrouds the frontage but note the former sign on the west façade.

Market Tower (southwest corner) 
This was for many years the main corner of London’s shopping district. Originally 
built in 1908 as the five-story department store of Smallman and Ingram’s, it had a 
clock over the main entrance that became a customary meeting place for people. In 
1945, the building was bought and expanded by Simpsons, which later became the 
Bay. People flocked to see the moving Christmas window displays each year before 
suburban development and the automobile moved business to suburban malls. In 1990, 
the building was converted for an office tower, complete with clock, and street level 
businesses. Note, the original Smallman and Ingram building had frontage on both 
Dundas and Richmond Streets and wrapped around another building at the corner.

Chisholm Building (142 Dundas) 
This building, originally a dry goods store owned by Andrew Chisholm, was one of the 
first independent buildings constructed on the north side of Dundas Street in the 1860s 
and now under restoration. Note the elegant round-headed windows on the 2nd and 3rd 
floor typical of the Italianate style. A large clock, which faced Market Lane, erected for 
the benefit of townspeople, survives today and elements of it can be found in Museum 
London’s collection. Many people remember two earlier businesses at this location: 
R.J.Young, another dry goods merchant, and most recently, Grandma Lee’s bakery. 

Covent Garden Market 
Today’s Covent Garden Market building opened in 1999 and is the third structure on this 
site that has been home to a public market since 1845 – a full decade before London 
became a city! Market Square was once the busiest place in town with farmers bringing 
their produce in horse-drawn wagons, and surrounding merchants, taverns, hotels and 
stables catering to the needs of merchants and customers. The original market building, 
depicted in a famous painting by Paul Peel, was constructed in 1853. More familiar to 
people today was the second market building, constructed in 1957 with a market and 
four storeys for parking. The orientation of the current market building has been altered 
to face onto Talbot, rather than King.
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